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Congregation Meeting 
Please join us for our first Congregation Meeting i n the new 

Synagogue - no more tight spaces, no more hot meeti ng 
places!  December 9th, at 10:00 A.M.; come and vote on your 

new board members. 
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N e w e s t  A d d i t i o n s  

With open arms and open hearts, Beth El would like 
to welcome our newest members... 

 

Anne Doctor & John Bodinger 
 

**** 
Mike & Cara Glazer 

 

**** 
The Acevedo Family 
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Congregation Seeks President 



����

�

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � ( � � � � � � �

Every time during the past year as I sat at my computer (which was 
often) I stared at a magnet that contains the following quote 
“Everything will be okay in the end.  If it’s not okay, it’s not the end.”  As 
you can imagine, I found strange comfort in that saying. 
 
We have worked hard as a congregation to arrive at our new home.  
Together we raised money, went through joyous and extremely 
difficult times and often it did not seem as our journey would ever end 
and that things would be okay.   Though we wandered, Rabbi Nina 
made sure that we always had a place to worship and places in which 
to provide learning spaces for our children.  Along the way many new 
families joined us.  I believe that it is because of the spirit we exhibited 
and our strong belief in our survival as a Jewish community in Central 
Susquehanna Valley that enabled us to grow as we built our new 
home.  Now we have finally reached our destination; we have 
celebrated many firsts since Yom Kippur – first Shabbat, first Bar/Bat 
Mitzvahs, first potluck, first day of Sunday school and first evening of 
Adult Education, not to mention the first teen sleepover!  The list 
continues as we come together and as we gather together to celebrate 
Hanukkah on December 8th  and for our first Congregation Meeting 
on Sunday, December 9 at 10:00 am. 
 
As we continue to celebrate the firsts, we must also look forward to the 
seconds, the hundredths and onward.  Though our physical journey 
has ended, we need to work as a community to continue our journey 
together by continuously reaching out to new members, providing 
educational opportunities, spiritual opportunities and social 
opportunities for our Jewish community.  We must continue to come 
up with fundraising ideas and accept the challenges that come with 
keeping our community vibrant and functioning. 
 
As I finish my terms as your president I thank each and every one of 
you for the hard work and dedication which made everything we have 
done possible.  A special thank you to Mike Wolfberg who has served 
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for nine years as our Secretary and made reading the minutes a 
pleasurable experience!!  Everyone on the board has worked overtime 
at emergency meetings; something I hope never has to happen again. 
Fellow Board Members, I thank you all for the extra work you did.  
Many thanks also go to those who served on the new committees 
formed to enable us to raise money and coordinate building our new 
synagogue.  Jan and Jonathan thank you for heading those committees 
and for your time and energy.  I guess my magnet was right in one 
way, everything is okay and in a way we are at an end.  However, we 
are also at an exciting beginning with new challenges ahead.  What a 
great way to face the future together! 
 
It has been an honor to serve as your president.  On behalf of Tom, 
Polly and Avi, again, thank you for all of your support and your 
confidence - I could not have done the work needed without the help 
all of you gave. 
 
 
Benita 
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To help fight hungerTo help fight hungerTo help fight hungerTo help fight hunger�
 

From now until the New Year, Beth El’s Teen Group asks 
you to open your hearts and your pantries for those in 
need.  Donations of canned goods are being collected for 
Haven Ministries in Sunbury.  Canned meats, soups, & 
vegetables should be placed inside the trunk by the main 
door of the synagogue.   
 
The Beth El Teen Group thanks you in advance for your 
generous donation. 
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Yahrzeit 
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