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R e f l e c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  R a b b i  

 I was so thrilled to be honored on April 3rd with an ACLU award for religious 

leadership. More thrilling, however, was having three full tables of Congregation 

Beth El members there to cheer me on. (And in the case of Shari and Dave 

Jacobson, to also win an award for Citizen Journalism!) Having such a large 

presence also signaled something to all the other people who were there: we are a 

congregation of people who are committed to the Jewish values of social justice. 

For those who were not able to make it, I wanted to share a slightly expanded 

version of the remarks I made that night: 

 Thank you to the Central Susquehanna chapter of the ACLU, not only for 

this honor, but for continuing to uphold the very American tradition of defending 

the rights of our citizens, even when it means taking difficult or unpopular stands.  

Being a religious leader is always more effective and fun when you are doing it 

with a community, so I am also grateful to the members of Congregation Beth El 

who support and encourage, as well as accompany me, in the work I do. 

Many people assume that in Central Pennsylvania, it will be hard to find allies in 

the work of social justice, but I am privileged to be part of a strong community of 

proactive clergy and lay-people, committed to the values of justice and radical 

acceptance, as taught by our respective traditions. 

 I am honored to represent the voice of liberal religious viewpoints. By 

liberal, I am referring less to politics than to an approach to religious identity that 

focuses on egalitarianism in our leadership and communities, and an emphasis on 

interfaith respect and cooperation. In the US, in the last 30 or 40 years, the 

religious voices heard in the public square are, more often than not, parochial and 

evangelical. To put it another way: conservative and biased towards an orthodox 

model of religious ideology—our way is best, the rest of you are wrong and/or a 

threat. 

 I think this is indicative of a number of things. One is a misunderstanding of 

what the Constitution means by “separation of church and state.” It is a phrase 

that has come to be used so broadly that even when used correctly it comes off as 

a threat; and in places like North Carolina and Mississippi, is being used to 

justify discrimination. Another reason is what a professor of mine used to call the 

“moral high road.” Many of us are reluctant to defend our beliefs publicly when 

their defense calls for inflammatory speech or actions. We shy away from the 

“crusader” model, opting for more reasoned, quieter, and less provocative 

methods. In turn, only those who yell the loudest, and say the most outrageous 

things, are heard. 

 This often results in a void of liberal religious voices in the public square, 

leaving “religious” to be defined by those representing the more extremist views. 

You do not need to be Jewish, or a scholar of modern history, to know how 

dangerous a rhetoric of intolerance, religious censorship, and bigotry can be.  

Religious leadership means not allowing those voices to speak for us. There is an 

important place for the liberal religious voice in the public square and we can’t be 

afraid to raise it. 



 

 

I want to tell you about your Board.  

 

On May 1 the new Beth El website was launched. This is the result of a great deal 

of work by your Board members, especially Ted Kendris. My thanks to all of 

them for their work and support.  Our goal was twofold: to have a website that is 

easier to use and maintain, and to significantly reduce our monthly costs. We have 

achieved both of these goals.  Check it out at www.Beth-El-Sunbury.org.  

 

By the time you read this you should have received an email about the website 

with information regarding accessing the members only pages. On these pages 

you will find our directory and Congregation policies and by-laws. Please contact 

me directly if you did not get this email or need help logging in.  

 

This is just one project that makes me grateful to our terrific Board. A number of 

people have been working on the Spring Bazaar: A Community Yard Sale. Edye 

Newman and Sharon Simone have taken the lead in organizing this, along with 

Mike Glazer. I will sadly be missing this event, as I will be in California 

celebrating my son's wedding. But some of my kitchen goods will attend! 

 

Our major fundraiser, Kaleidoscope: An Extravaganza of Israeli Dance and Food 

has been organized by Roger Hoffman. A team of people led by Betsy 

Marateck  is working hard on publicity, ticket sales, and all the tasks associated 

with making this a great event. As of this writing we are seeking sponsors so as to 

make this family event as attractively priced as possible. I am grateful to all of our 

Board for their advice and hard work, and I am sure you won't want to miss this! 

 

I'm also so grateful for and proud of our amazing Rabbi, who was honored by the 

ACLU for her work in social justice. At the same event Dave and Shari Jacobson 

were also recognized. Social justice is a recurring theme for any Jewish 

community, and we are fortunate to have such able leadership. On a similar note, 

Edye Newman, our Vice President, has taken the lead in our new Tikkun Olam 

committee, connecting us to a variety of community service projects.  

 

Honestly, there's more. I'm out of room, though!  So, please come to the 

Congregational meeting on June 22 at 7:00 pm to recognize the hard work of the 

Board, and vote for new Board members. And of course, to enjoy ice cream! 

P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s  

http://www.canstockphoto.com/jewish-star-design-vector-5318353.html


 

 

Our voices and minds are joined as a community to ask 
for the strength to see our friends and family through 

times of sickness and strife.  May our thoughts help bring 
healing to those in need 

Thoughts of Strength  

Please check our website for updates on the  

Mishaberach list. 

Esther Berger Ann Silverman 

Barbara Frank Walter Hershman 

Joseph Klick Hal Levy 

Mariana Sosland Lucy Toye   

Elliott Weiss Norma Yohai 

Connie Heyman Ron Shane 

 

 

Mishaberach List 

May their memories be 
bound up in the Book of 

the Righteous.  

Remember to kindle the 
memorial candle on the evening 

before the yahrzeit date. 

Those in the first year of passing 

**Please note: Names have been removed from the Mishaberach List if we have not 

heard from you in over a year. If you would like to add a name, please contact Rabbi 

Nina: rabbi@beth-el-sunbury.org 

Roberta Maslow Lois Shirley Paul Heim 

Daniel Buckler Robert Weis 

Sandra Glick Sanford Marateck Robert Newman 



 

 

Sisterhood 
Do you wish you could spend more time with other 

Jewish adults?  Are you interested in building a sense 

of community while also having fun?  Then Sister-

hood might be for you. We will meet every other 

month for some fun and camaraderie.  If you are  

interested in hearing about the latest monthés   

Activity, or have a suggestion for a class or an outing, please send 

Sharon an e-mail so you can be added to the e-mail list. 

Sharon Simone: sharonsimone@ptd.net 

Kaleidoscope: 
 An Extravaganza of  

Israeli Dance and Food! 
 

Enjoy a performance by the The Parparim Ensemble as they 

provide an exhilarating program of Israeli dance and song. 

Spirited and captivating, Parparim has thrilled  

audiences in the United States and Israel since 1975. This  

experience will include an opportunity to learn the  

dances! Then, feast on a variety of Middle Eastern  

vegetarian dishes such as falafel, spicy lentil soup,  

hummus, baba ganoush, and Egyptian spinach pie, among 

other treats catered by Taza Truck of Allentown. 
 

Save the Date: June 26, 2016 at 4:00 pm. 
 

Tickets go on sale soon!  

Details to follow!  

Location: Silver Moon Banquet Hall - Lewisburg, PA  



 

 

Sunday, May 15: Spring Bazaar 

We will host all comers who are  

interested in setting up a table in the 

parking lot for your garage sale items 

or crafts. Cost to reserve a space is 

$18, which benefits Congregation  

Beth El.   
 

We all have goodies that someone else may need and 

love. Here's your chance to benefit the Congregation, 

make a little money, and enjoy the company of members 

and non-members alike.  Want to help?   Be sure to let 

friends and neighbors know!  The more vendors, the more 

everyone benefits.  
 

If you donõt want to set up your own booth, you can  

donate your items to be sold at the congregationõs booth 

and all the profits from those sales will benefit the  

congregation, especially in buying new siddurs.  
 

The teen group will offer refreshments for sale.  
 

Rain date: May 22.  
 

For information about this event email 

Sharon Simone at sharonsimone@ptd.net  
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Due to popular demand, the next round of shirts will be available 

in grey (other colors available) with the same design on front and 

back.  Get your order in quickly!  You can return this form with a 

check, to: 

 Treasurer, Congregation Beth El 

249 Arch Street 

PO Box 506 

Sunbury, PA 17801 

1/4 Zip Sweatshirt                  $36 

Children's     Adult        Add $3           

S - XL           S - XL      XXL - 4X 

 

Short Sleeve T-Shirt               $18 
Children's     Adult        Add $3           

S - XL           S - XL      XXL - 4X 

 

Long Sleeve T-Shirt                 $20        

Children's     Adult        Add $3           

S - XL           S - XL      XXL - 4X 

 

Polo Shirt                                  $28 
Children's     Adult        Add $3           

S - XL          S - XL       XXL - 4X 

    NAME & EMAIL     SHIRT TYPE      SIZE     AMOUNT     SUBTOTAL 

         or PHONE #  

_______________   ___________    _____  ________    _________ 

 

_______________   ___________    _____  ________    _________ 

 

_______________   ___________    _____  ________    _________ 

 

LOGO SHIRT SIGN-UP SHEET 



 

 

The Beth El Gift Shop  
{Ƙŀōōŀǘ ϧ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ /ŀƴŘƭŜǎΣ aŜȊǳȊƻǘΣ 
DǊŜŜǝƴƎ /ŀǊŘǎ ϧ DƛƊǎ 
!ƭƭ YƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hǊŘŜǊ WǳŘŀƛŎŀ 
 
Wǳǎǘ DƛǾŜ ¦ǎ ! /ŀƭƭ !ƴŘ [Ŝǘ ¦ǎ Yƴƻǿ  
²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳ bŜŜŘ !ƴŘ Iƻǿ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ IŜƭǇΗ 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WŜƴ .ŀȅŜǊ ŀǘ ƧψōŀȅŜǊϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ  
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

Congregational Meeting and  

Ice Cream Social  
 

Please join us at our semi -annual  

congregational meeting on  
 

Wednesday, June 22nd at 7pm.  
 

There is a lot to discuss and we look  

forward to seeing you there!  
 

Bring an ice cream  

topping of your choice  

and enjoy! 



 

 

Thank you for your donations to  
Congregation Beth El... 

T z e d a k a h  

Peter Whitcopf General Donation 

Norma Mandel For Siddurs 

Renee and Philip Sosland For the Website 

Susan Lyons For Siddurs 

Hadar Mittelman For Siddurs 

Victoria and Ian Speck For Siddurs,  

    IHO Lindsey Speck's New Job 

Victoria and Ian Speck For Siddurs,  

    IHO Jaimie Speck's Graduation 

Renee and Philip Sosland For the Website 

Benita Kolmen-Solomon  

    and Tom Solomon For Siddurs 

Fran and Shelly Bernstein IMO Danny Siegel 

Sharon and Matthew Silberman General Donation 

Carolyn and Michael Facktor For Siddurs 

Lƴ WǳƴŜ ²Ŝ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘǿƻ .ŀǘ aƛǘȊǾŀƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ  
/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ  

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΦ 
 

/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ {ƛƳƻƴŜ - CǊƛŘŀȅ WǳƴŜ оǊŘ уǇƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ  
{ŀǘ WǳƴŜ пǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ фΥолŀƳ  
 
.ǊƻƻƪŜ bŜǿƳŀƴ - CǊƛŘŀȅ WǳƴŜ мтǘƘ сΥол ǇƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ  
{ŀǘ WǳƴŜ муǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ оΥолǇƳΦ  

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ²ƛǘƘ ¦ǎΗ 



 

 

Prayer Book Order Form 
 

Name:_____________________________________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________ E-mail:__________________________ 

 

Amount of donation: _________________  
 

Each book costs $36.00, but you can feel free to contribute as 

much or as little as you like.  

 

OR 

 

Number of books donated: ____________  

 

All prayer book donations of $36.00 or  

more will be recognized with a nameplate  

on the inside of each book. 

 

Bookplate Inscription: 

 

Donated by__________________________ 

 

In Memory of/In Honor of 
____________________________________ 

 

No inscription:______ 

 

Amount paid:________  



 

 

Max Polinsky May 1 23 Nisan 

Sonia Rozet May 1 23 Nisan 

Yetta Shapiro May 2 24 Nisan 

Florance Banks May 9 1 Iyyar 

Mel Wolfberg May 10 2 Iyyar 

Edward Rosenblum May 12 4 Iyyar 

Joseph Spritzler May 13 5 Iyyar 

George Dennis London May 14 6 Iyyar 

Gertrude Kutno May 15 7 Iyyar 

Bernard London May 15 7 Iyyar 

Ignaz Machauf May 15 7 Iyyar 

Gerald Abowitz May 17 9 Iyyar 

Lewis Banks May 18 10 Iyyar 

Maurice Green May 18 10 Iyyar 

Walter Cohen May 22 14 Iyyar 

Larry Gedrich May 22 14 Iyyar 

Jack Bernstein May 23 15 Iyyar 

David Bernstein May 25 17 Iyyar 

Sigmund Millner May 25 17 Iyyar 

Eva Wolitsky May 25 17 Iyyar 

Phillip Cohen May 27 19 Iyyar 

Lina Friedman May 27 19 Iyyar 

Jerry Lovesky May 27 19 Iyyar 

Benjamin M. Katz May 28 20 Iyyar 

Bev Fiedler May 29 21 Iyyar 

aŀȅ ¸ŀƘǊȊŜƛǘ 



 

 

 
 

 

Dean Klick Jun 1 24 Iyyar 

Abe Rosenblum Jun 2 25 Iyyar 

Ryan Daniels Jun 3 26 Iyyar 

Helen Abrams Stoler Jun 3 26 Iyyar 

Emanuel Goldman Jun 4 27 Iyyar 

Charles Frank Jun 6 29 Iyyar 

Sally Deborah Schwartz Jun 6 29 Iyyar 

Harold Stoler Jun 8 2 Sivan 

Maurice Banks Jun 9 3 Sivan 

Albert Gerstein Jun 9 3 Sivan 

Sandy Diamond Jun 10 4 Sivan 

Paul Heim Jun 10 4 Sivan 

Israel Noah Arnow Jun 13 7 Sivan 

Estelle Lyons Jun 14 8 Sivan 

Rebecca Miller Jun 14 8 Sivan 

Dr. Hyman I. Henry Jun 15 9 Sivan 

Myron Mandel Jun 17 11 Sivan 

Calvin J. Wolfberg Jun 17 11 Sivan 

Jack Belgard Jun 18 12 Sivan 

Lillian Freedman Jun 18 12 Sivan 

Charles Gardner Jun 18 12 Sivan 

Harold Stiefel  Jun 18 12 Sivan 

Lillian Fremont Jun 19 13 Sivan 

Samuel Kahn Jun 19 13 Sivan 

Rebecca Berman Jun 20 14 Sivan 

Albert Teichman Jun 21 15 Sivan 

Ilene Daniels Jun 22 16 Sivan 

Louis Cohen Jun 23 17 Sivan 

Ruth Kolbert Jun 23 17 Sivan 

Dr. Harold Arnow Jun 25 19 Sivan 

Pauline D Kass Jun 26 20 Sivan 

Jean Pearl Hirsch Jun 27 21 Sivan 

WǳƴŜ ¸ŀƘǊȊŜƛǘ 



 

 

B e t h  E l  B u l l e t i n  S p o n s o r s 

Please send bulletin donations directly to our treasurer  

or donate on line.  

We hope you are finding the bulletin informative and entertaining. 

The congregation’s bulletin has a long history. Over the years and 

across decades it has served as an engine to inform the Beth El  

community of temple events as well as the comings, goings, arrivals 

and passings of our friends and neighbors in our small but vital  

Jewish community.  

  

Stretching back through the years the Congregation Beth El Bulletin 

has been edited by members who have given their time, and a little 

bit of sweat, dedicated to the task of keeping our temple family   

informed and involved. The current editorial staff hopes that with 

this incarnation of the temple bulletin we live up to the good work 

of our predecessors. Let us know what you think. 

  

We would also like to invite businesses and individuals interested in 

sponsoring the bulletin to contact us.   

 

If you are having trouble viewing the website, if you need a pass-

word, or if you have forgotten your password, please contact Anna 

Beth Payne at president@beth-el-sunbury.com. 

  



 

 

Congregation Beth El appreciates your generous support.  We 
look forward to your continued involvement and interest in 
our community.  Any and all donations are tax deductible, a 
receipt will be furnished for your records.  It is possible to 
donate stocks to the synagogue, and you can get additional tax 
benefits by donating directly from your IRA.  
 
Should you feel the desire to contribute, please fill out the 
form below and mail it to:  
 

Congregation Beth El  
P.O. Box 506  

Sunbury, PA 17801  
         
 Name:  _______________________  
 
 Address:  _______________________  
 
  _______________________  
 
 Phone:  _______________________  
  

Donation in honor/memory of:  
  
 _______________________________________  
 

I would like my contribution to go to the following account:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donations can also be made online using a credit card by going 

to: http://www.beth -el -sunbury.org, and clicking  
on the DONATE button.  

   Bulletin/Printing  

        The Library  

        Adult Education  

        Visiting Scholars  

        Hebrew School  

        Operating Fund  

        Endowment Fund  

        Cemetery Fund  

   The Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
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